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TO THE 


READER 


TW H EB followius Sermons were Compos d ( as ſome 
| very ay e) under | the iv e , F: 
great hurry of Aﬀairs, wherem 1 was evaded pou 
ag d. I had not the leaſt thought of Printing them, when 
1 Preach'd them: But ſome that heard them, (being in- 
duc'd more, as I ſuppoſe , by the ſeaſmnableneſ of the 
Subjef?, than any thing elſe) tmportund me ſo to ds ;; 
and when Entreaties could not prevail, they threatned 
me into an unwilling compliance, by declaring thetr fax 
Reſolutions of doing it for me : Hereupmn 1 was loth that 
theſe Sermons ſhould be thruſt forth mto, the Wardd by 
their hands, and ſo have their Brrata's, as-well as my 
own Imperfeflions, TT 4 af 
I am not ſo vain as to think, that others will recerve 
them as favourably ry aged as fJome heard them; but 
yet,” F hope, they will be entertaand with fomewhat of 
that charity : The recommend mg of which, u the deſeqe 
of them, and of prquonge 6c 
L RM. 
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For whereas there is among you Envying, and Strife and 
Drvifuns, are ye not carnal and walk as Men ? 


HE Apoſtle Pax/, as he travelled from place to 
place, preaching the Kingdom of God, he came 
to the ancient City of Corinth, the Metropolis of 
Achaia, now call'd Morea, and there he tarried 

4 Year and fix Months. The reaſon (it may be) of his long 
ſtay in that City was this, God had told him in a Viſion, 
that he had mmch people in that place, and that hewould be with 
him there. Here he planted a famous Church, which was 
afterwards water'd by Apollo. A Church that came behind 
no other in Spiritual Gitts, they were enrich'd in all utterance 
and alf knowledge. Nevertheleſs, in this fair Garden there 

B ſprang 
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ſprang up many noxious Weeds, ſuch as Pau! never planted 
and Apollo never water'd , and to be ſure God never 
bleſe'd. 

Particularly, the Text tells us, there were exvying, ſtrife 
and diviſions amongit them ey were broken and crum- 
bled into Parties and Fa&ions, fome ſaid they were of Paul, 
and others ſaid #hoy were of Apollo ; and hereby they made 
it appear ,' that: they "were carnal, aud walkd ar Mev. $0 
much ſhall ſerve for the contexture of theſe words. 

In the Text it ſelf, you may take notice of a Crimina- 
tion and of an Interrogation. The Crimination is in the 
former part of the Verſe, there are awongſt you envying, 
fff: #d \diajfronj. The dnterrogation is in the latter 
part, ſceirf it Isfo with you,” are ye not carnal, and walk as 
Men £2 
 Helaysthree things to the charge of theſe Corinthians. 

The firſt is exvying, or envy, (4a6;,) the word is ſome- 
times usd in a good ſence, but here it is to be taken in a 
bad ſence. So it is alfo in the 13th Chapter of this Epiſtle, 
wv. 4. and in 2 Cor. 12. 20. and in many other places. In 
the Epiſtle of James, the Epithet «qi; is addedto it, which 
we render bitter envying. 

The ſecond Evil that he chargeth theſe Corinthians with 
is ftrife, (ies,) the word is rendred contention in 1 Cor. 
7. 11: there he ſays, that it had been declared to him, that 
there were contentions among them. It ſeems, there wag not 
'only envying in their Hearts, but that brake out into con- 
tentious words and actions. 

The third Evil is diviſions, QOTETIOD the word is ren- 
dred ſeditions, in Gal. 5. 20. and in the Margent of your 
Bibles there *tis rendred fations. Theſe are the three evi! 
Diftempers that did rage, if they did not reign, amongſt 
the Corinthans. 

Hereupon the Apoſtle doth ſharply interrogate and re- 
prehend 


The Cauſe and Cure of Divvifyns. 3 
prehend them : Seeing theſe Evils are found among you, 
Are ye not carnal and walk as Men £ Let me ſpeak @ little 
to each of theſe Phraſes. Are ye not carnal ? are not theſe 
things works of the fleſh? and don't they argue you to be 
carnal and fleſhly ? his way of ſpeaking hath a quickneſs 
in it. Thrice he puts this Queſtion to them in the compats 
of two Verſes: But how is it to be underſtaod ? In the 
firſt Chapter he calls them Saizts, and ſays they were ſaniti- 
fd in Chriſt Jeſws 3 how is it then, that he tells them here 
they were carnal £ To this, I anſwer, They were (o compa- 
ratively. If they were coampar'd with more ſpiritual Chri- 
ſtians, then they were but carnal : As one of competent 
knowledge, if he be campar'd to a great Scholar, he is 
but ignorant 5 there is Fleſh in thoſe that are regenerate, 
as well as Spirit, the one /uſts, or wars againit the other. 
And ſo far as the Fleſh prevails in God's own Children, 
they may be ſaid to be carnal. 

It follows, Do ye not walk as Men Why, how would 
the Apoſtle have them walk? Not as meer Men, but as 
Chriſtians and as Saints. It is as if he had faid, It doth not 
become you, who are Saints, and call'd out of the World, 
to walk as the Men of the World walk, and to do as they 
do. If they be envious, you muſt not be envious ; if they 
are contentious and-quarrelſom, you muſt not be conten- 
tious and quarrelſom. They that are Saints and would be 
ſo accounted, they muſt behave themſelves as more than 
meer Men. 

Thus 1 have a little diſcanted upon the Terms in the 
Text. There are three Obſervations that are obvious to 
every Eye. 


Obſ. x. That Envy, or Envying, is the Cauſe and Cory- 
panion of Strite and Diviſions. 

Obſ. 2, That Strife and Diviſions are often found — 

B 2 the 
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the Churches of Chriſt, and among particular Chri- 
ſtians. 

OB/. 3. That fo far as theſe prevail in any, they are car- 
nal and walk as Men. 


"Tis the ſecond of theſe Obſervations that I ſhall infiſt 
upon, and in the handling thereof I ſhall touch a little 
upon the firſt and thethird. This then is the Point before 
us, 

That Strife and Diviſions are often found. in the Churches 
of Chriit, and among particular Chriſtians. This is a DoGtine 
that you ſhould Hear, and we fhonld Preach, with weep- 
ing Eyes, and with broken Hearts. 

Let this be premis'd, That I ſhall not meddle with Ci- 
vil Contentions, ſuch as are in Kingdoms and Common- 
wea)lths:- But with Religious (or, rather, Erreligious) Con- 
tentions and Diviſions, ſuch as are in Churches and a- 
mongſt particular Chriſtians : And theſe are of two ſorts, 
either when Chriſtians differ in DoCtrine and Opinion, or 
elſe when, though they agree pretty well in Opinion, yet 
they break the Bonds of Love and Peace, they fall into- 
FaRions and Parties, and live in Malice and Uncharitable- 
neſs; having (as one expreſkth it) Rancour in their 
Hearts, Revilings in their Mouths, Rage and Rudenefs in 
their Carriage, one towards another. Thus it was in the 
Church of (orinth, and amongſt theſe Corinthians. The A- 
poſtle tells them, 1 Coy. 11. 18. that he heard there were 
Divifions amongſt them , (oxiouels) Schiſms and Rents. 
And then again, in 1 Cor. 1. 11. hetellsthem it was declar'd 
to him by them of the Houſe of Chloe, (You ſee he tells them 
from whom he had this Relation, he quotes his Authors.) 
that there were contentions among them, (%y1ts) firifes and 
quarrels. And then again, in the Text he tells-them, that 


and 
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and faFions among them. And in the next Verſe he doth 
particularize and inſtance in ſome of theſe Diviſions and 
Factions 3 ſome of them faid they were of Paxl, and 0- 
thers they were of Apel/o. He doth not here find fault 
with their reſpefting one Miniſter more than another : it 
can't be otherwiſe, but Chriſtians muſt needs eſteem them 
moſt by whom they receive maſt good, by whoſe Mini- 
ſtry they have been converted and brought home to God. 
How could theſe Corinthians but honour Paxl, when Paul 
himſelf faith in the next Chapter, that he had begotten there 
through the Goſpel, 2nd if they had never ſo many inſtrutters; 
yet he was their Father. Again, It is not poſſible but Chri- 
ſtians ſhould reſpet'ſome Miniſters more than others, be. 
cauſe of their relation to them, and becauſe of their excel- 
ling Gifts and Graces, and the like. 

You'l ſay then, Where lay the fault of theſe Corinthians, 
when ſome of them ſaid they were of Paul, and others of 
them they were of Apollo? Why their faulc ſeems to lye in 
this, that they cry'd up Parl and Apollo in a fattious fiding 
way. They had (it may be) their perſons in admiration 3 
they made them Heads of Parties, and were ready to call 
themſelves after their Names *tis as if ſome had ſaid, 
they were Pauls Diſciples 3 and others had ſaid, they were 
Apolio*s Diſciples and Followers,, Though here they are 
brought in ſaying no more than we are of Paul, and we are 
of Apollo, yet doubtleſs there were. divers of them thar 
upon occaſion did enlarge themſelves upon this ſubs 
jet. Methinks I hear a faQtious Corintoian ſpeaking in 


this wiſe. 
Oh, what an incomparable Perſon or Preacher is Paul / 


How am l raviſt'd with the gracious words that come out 


of his mouth !. Next to the ſeeing of Chrilt in the fleſh, 
there is nothing more to be defir'd than to hear Paul from 


the Pulpit : He ſpeaks-as if he had a Window into the 
Hearts- 


\ 
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Hearts of his Hearers, as if he were within a Man, and 
ſapply'd the place of Conſcience: He 1s a true Goſpel- 
Preachers how. ({weetly doth he diſplay the Grace, the 
free Grace of God, and the wrnſearchable Riches of (hriit. 

As for Apollo, he's a meer Flaſh, a tinkling Cymbal 3 
and let me tell you withal, that he is an Arminiar, a legal 
Preacher, one that preacheth nothing but Works. Well, 
for my part, I am of Paxl, I am his Diſciple. Apollo 1s not 
worthy to be nam'd the ſame day with him. 

Another ſays, when he has done: Well, commend me 
to Apollo ; for my part, 1 am of Apollo, He is (ay aoyids,) 
an eloquent Perſon, a moſt rhetorical and golden-mouth'd 
Preacher; he charms his Hearers, and chains their Ears 
to his Lips 3 by the fluency and variety of his Expreſſions, 
he doth captivate their Hearts and AﬀeQions. Moreover, 
he is (Gor m9 74d ui) fervent in ſpirit 3 he hath not ſuch 
a drowſie, dreaming way of Preaching, as ſome Men have. 
Sometimes he is a Boarerges, a Son of Thunder, and ſome- 
times he is a Barnabas, a Sox of Conſolation. As for Paul, 
though he be call'd an Apoſtle, he is but a dull Preacher 
in compariſon 3 though his Writings are weighty, yet his 
Speech is contemptible. 

And beſ:des this, I muſt tell you, he is an Antinomean ; 
he cries down the righteouſneſs of the Law, and makes light 
of perſonal and inherent Righteouſneſs, Well, let who 
will be of Paw, 1 am of Apollo, I am one of his Diſciples. 
I don't ſay, that ſuch as this is the Language of any of the 
Citizens of London ; but this or ſuch like was the Lan- 
guage of the Citizens of Corinth. 

The faGtiouſnefs of theſe Corinthians is farther exempli- 
fy'd by that parallel place in 1 Cor. 1. 12. there you read 
how every one of them ſaid, I am of Paul, and I of Apollo, 
and I of Cephas, and I of Chriif. By every one of them, he 
means many or ſeveral of them. Here are two more men- 

tion'd 
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tion'd than were before, and they are Cephas and Chriſt. 
By Cephas, is meant Peter, We don't read, that he was 
ever at Corinthz how then came he to be in ſach requeſt 
among the Corinthizzs £ To this it is ſaid, that ſome of 
the Corinthians, who: believ'd in Jeſus Chriſt, were Jews, 
and becauſe Peter was the Apoſtl: of the Circumciſion, 
therefore they magnify'd him, and ſaid they were his Dit- 
ciples. But what did they mean, who faid they were 
of Chriit 2 This is commendable in perſons, to call them- 
elves after his Name, to own themſelves to be his Di'ci- 
plesz 'ris no fault in a Man to call Chriſt Maſter, and to 
profeſs himſelt a Chriſtian. Therefore ſome of the An- 
cients did put'a good ſence upon this Clauſe: Chryſoſtome 
thinks this was Paz/s own ſaying, I am of ChrifZ. 

But all our modern Expoſitors, with good reaſon, do- 
cenſure them alſo who ſaid they were of Chriſt, becauſe 
they ſpoke it factiouſly and ſchiſmatically 3 they ſaid they 
were of, or for Chriſt, in oppoſition to his Miniſters 5 
they pretended to the immediate teachings of Chriſt, and 
had no need of the Miniſtry of ſach as Paul, Apollo, or 
Cephas. This 1s the manner of ſome in our days, and it 
might be the way and manner of ſome in thoſe days to. 
deſpiſe the Miniſtry and Ordinances of Chriſt, under a: 
pretext of the immediate enjoyment of Chriſt, and inſpira- 
tions of his Spirir. 

I meet with ſome Expoſitors that give this farther ac- 
count of thoſe who ſaid they were of Chriſt, and fo came 
' under. the Apoſtlc's reprehenſion: they were ſuch as did 
appropriate Chriſt to themſelves, and thoſe of their own: - 
p<r[waſion ; fo the Doratiſts of old are faid to do.. Bar 
whither have I been carried with tracing the footſteps of 
theſe fatious Corinthians £ Let me return to what I was. 
upon, that is, to ſhew you the commannels of Contentions 
and Diviſions in Churches,and among particular Chriſtians. 
It: 
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It was much after the ſame manner at Roze, as it was at 
Corinth : the believing Romans had their Quarrels and Con- 
tentions about obſerving of Days, and eating of Meats : 
See the whole Fourteenth Chapter of the Epiſtle to the Ro- 
mans the Cifferences amongſt them did grow to a very 
great heighth , the ſtronger ſort did deſpiſe the weaker , and 
the weaker ſort did judge and cenſure the ſtronger. The like 
Diviſions and Differences there were amongſt the Gala- 
thians, The Moſaical Ceremonies were a Bone of Con- 
tention among them; about theſe and other things they 
ſoarled fo long, till they were ready to bite and devonr one 
another, and were in danger to be conſumed one of another, 
V. Gal. 5. 15. The Epheſians alſo were not free from theſe 
Contentions and FaQions : Of their own ſelves did Men ariſe, 
ſpeaking perverſe things , and drawing away Dipſciples after 
them, AFJs 20. 30. In other Churches matters were much 
at the ſame paſs, as I might ſhew youz and this happened 
(as one obſerves) whil'ſt the Blood of Chriſt was yet 
warm, and feveral of the Apoſtles were yet alive. And as 
there were theſe Janglings and Contentions in Churches, 
ſo alſo they were not wanting amongſt particular Chri- 
ſtiaus: What a falling ont was there betwixt Pax/ and 
and Barnabas? There was ſuch a Paroxiſm, fo ſharp a Cor- 
tention betwixt them, that they could not keep company 
together, but they departed aſnnder one from another. In 
the primitive times, the Chriſtians were no ſooner deli- 
verd from the bloody Perſecution of their Enemies, but 
they fell a perſecuting one another. Socrates tells us, in his * 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, how, when Conſtantine came to the 
Nicene Council, the Members of that Council were qua- 
relling together and libelling one another, to the great 
grief of that good Emperor. Chryſoftom and Epiphanins 
were ſo angry one with another, that Epiphaniae wiſh'd, 
that Chry/ſoſtowz might never die a Biſhop 3 and Chryſoſtows 
wilh'd, 
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wiſh'd, that Epiphariwe might never go home alive: And 
it fell out to both accordingly. FJerom and Ruffinzs, who 
were once very intimate and great Friends, by and by 
they fell out, and were at Daggers draw ; they rail'd 
and wrote one againſt another. Auſtin writing to Fe- 
yo about this matter, he bewails it with very pathetical 
Expreſſions : Wo is me, (faith he) that 1 can't meet you two 
together ; I would fall down at your feet, and beg of you, for 
your own ſakes, for Chriit and his Churches ſake, > & you won'd 
be reconcil'd one to another. » 

In later times, Chriſtians were no ſooner crept out of 
Popiſh Darkneſs and Superſtition, but they fell together 
by the ears amongſt themſelves : What bitter Strite and 
Contentions were there betwixt Luther and Zwinglivs, and 
many others of the eminent Reformers. So that Unity is 
no infallible Mark of a true Church : There may (as one 
ſays well) be Unity out of the Church of Chriſt 3 and, on 
the other hand, Contention and Diviſion may be in it. 

Give me leavea little to enquire into the Cauſes of Con- 
tentions and Diviſions, that are in Churches and among 
particular Chriſtians. 

1. The firſt great cauſe hereof is the Devil 3 you may 
plainly ſee his cloven foot in them 3 he is that exviows one 
that ſows the Seeds of Diſcord in the Field of the Church; 
he labours to keep his own Kingdom in Peace, and to 
cauſe Commotions and Diviſions in the Kingdom of Chriſt : 
like a Salamander, he likes to live in the Fire of Conter» 
tion. Though we ule to ſpeak of the Devil in the Singular 
Number, yet thereis a Plurality of Devils, an innumerable 
company of thoſe wicked Spirits, whoſe main province it 
is to promore Contentions amongſt God's People. doubt 
not but there be Legions of them in London, who attend 
at this day upon this very Service. They put Enmity be- 

4wixt Chriſtians and Chriſtians, they fill them with Envy- 
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ing, Strife and Divifions. Some ſay, the Devils canſe Storms 
J and Tempeſts in the Air: Sure I am, theſe bluſtering 
| Storms of Contention, that are in the Chriſtian World at 
this day, and particularly in Ergland and London, are 
rais'd by theſe Evil Spirits. 

As the Devil hath his Angels, ſo he hath his Agents 
alſo among the Children of Men, who puſh forward theſe 
Contentions and Diviſions: All Places are full of ſuch 
Boute-fews. The Scripture calls them (Hd) Devils, who 
by their Lies and Slanders, and ſuch like means, do ſow 
Diſcord among Brethren. 

2. Chriſtians themſelves are the canſes of their Conten- 
tions; as the Lord faid of the Iſraelites, that their deſiru- 
Fion was of themſelves : $0 I may ſay of Chriſtians, their 
Diviſions are of and from themſelves. I might here ſhew 
you how their different Education, their different In- 
tereſts, their different Tempers and Conſtitutions, do oc- 
caſion Diviftons amongſt themſelves and one another :: 
but let me rather fhew you how their unmortify'd Cor- 
ruptions are the main cauſes hereof. Theſe divide Men 
from God, and from one another alſo. Femes 4.1. There 
the Apoſtle asks a Queſtion, and reſolves it himſelf : From 
whence come Wars and Fightings among you £ come they not 
hence, even of your Lafts, that war in your Members * The 
larerrogation hath the force of an Affirmation ; it is as if 
he had faid they do certainly come from thence. This ts 
true, not only of thoſe Wars and Fightings that are in 
Kingdoms and amongſt Princes, but of thoſe Janglings 
and Contentions that are in Chnrches and amongſt parti- 
cular Chriſtiane, 

Let me inſtance in ſome particular Lufts and Cor- 
ruptions, that are the great Make-bates in the World and 
m the Church. 

+ The 
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x. The firſt is Ervying, or Emy.' This, as I hinted be- 
fore, is the Parent of Strife and Diviſion. Hence *tis, that 
Envy and Strife are {© often coupled together in Scripture, 
it is becauſe the one is the companion and cauſe of the 
other. The firſt ſtrife and. contention' we read of in the 
World was betwixt Caix and Abel; and what occafion'd 
it, but Envy? *Tis faid of Joſep/s Brethren, that they 
envy'd bim, and therefore they could not fpeak peaceably 
unto him. Moſt of thoſe Debates and Contentions that 
are in Men and Chriſtians, do ſpring from this bitter Root, 
The Churches of Chriſt are cut in pieces, (like the Leoite's 
Wife) by the envy of thoſe that are the Members thereof. 
There is a Spirit in good Men themfclves that luſteth unto 
Envy 5 and, where this is predominant, there is nothing that 
can ſtand before it. 

2. A ſecond Luſt is Pride. Theſe two, Envy and Pride, 
are Worms that breed in the ſweeteſt Roſes. The later of 
theſe is as produttive of Divitons as the former. Solowon 
ſays, Prpv. 13.10. That only by Pride comes (ontention. 
By only, is meant chiefly, If there be no cauſe of conten- 
tion, yet Pride will occaſion it : Proud perſons are always 
quarrelſom, like gouty and ſwollen Legs, they keep at a 
diſtance one from another. 

3. A third is Paſſzon. Anger and Strife are near a kin. 
Prov. 29. 22. Solomon there ſays, An angry Man ſtirreth up 
ſtrife. You had the ſame before, in Prov. 15. 13. Paſſionate 
perſons diſturb the Peace of the places where they live, 
and the Societies to which they do belong, 

4. A fourth is Covetouſaeſs. This is the root of all Evil, 
and more particularly of Strife and Divifion. One ſays, 
that Meum & Taum, make all the ſtir that is in the World. 
The ſweetneſs of Laucre amongſt Men, and Chriſtians too, - 
is likened by another to Hony thats ſet before Bears, they 


will fight and tear one anothers ”_”— out to come at it. 
2 s. A 
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s. A fifth is Self-ſeekizg. This is the great Incendiary ia 
Church and State, -it. ſets Men and Chriſtians together by 
the ears; they that ſeek and love themſelves, are ready 
upon all occafions'to' fall ont with others. | 

6; A fixth's Tale-bearing. 'This is grown an Epidemical 
Evil,. and: it is the canfe of mach contention 3 it ſeparates 
very Friends. Solomon ſays, Prov. 26. 20. Where xo |Vood 
i, there Fire goeth out 5 ſo where there is no Tale-bearer, the 
Strife ceaſeth. | 
.' 7, 'The ſevemth is Evil Surmiſng. You read of this in 
1 Tim. 6.4. and there *tis coupled with Strife and Railing, 
and 'tis one great occaſion of it. By Evil Surmiſing,is meant 
groundleſs Jealonfie and- Suſpicion. This is contrary to 
Chtiſtian Charity, which thinks no evil, which believes and 
hopes all things, and takes every thing by the beſt handle. 

3- What if I ſhould add, in the third place, That God 
bath a hand in thoſe Diviſions that are-emong(t his People. 
'Fis very plain, that his hand was in that DiviGon which 
was between the two, and the ten Tribes of 1/rag/ : Read 
1 Kings 12. 24. There the Lord tells Rehoboam and the 
Houſe of Judah and Benjamin, Te ſhall not go up, nor fight 
4;aini} your Brethren, the ( hildren of Iſrael, for this thing is 
from me. Compare this with the 15th Verſe of the ſame 
Chapter. Our Saviour tells his Hearers, there muſt be Scan- 
dals or Offences z and the Apoſtle Paxl tells the (orin- 
thians, there muit be Hereſies 5 and it may as well be ſaid, 
there muſt .be Divifions. God doth not only permit, but, 
for wiſe Reaſons, he doth appoint and ordain them 3. he 
doth it that the approv'd may be made manifeſt, that the 
Graces of his People may be try'd and exercis'd. He or- 
ders it thus in jadgment to wicked Men. Diviſions amongſt 
the godly,are a (tone of ſtambling unto the ungodly. God 
faid in the Old Teſtament, and *tis cited in the New: 
Behold, I lay, in Zion, a Stumbling-ſtone, Wicked fingers 


rejoyce 
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xejoyce at the diviſion of God's People 3 'tis Nuts to them 
to ſee theſe; quarelling- and contending with one ano- 
ther,/; But, this (it may be) will coſt them dear, it may 
occaſion their ſtumbling, and falling, and the breaking of 
their Necks. --- | 


Thus you have ſeen the Cauſe, but what is the Cure of 
theſe Contentions-and Diviſions ia the Churches of Chrift 
and among particalar Chriſtians ? Let me ſpeak a little 
to this,/and I think it may be a word in ſeaſon. The Chri- 
ſtians in Corinth were not more divided and ſhatter'd, than 
the Chriſtians in Londo# are at this day. What Jeremy 
faith of the Iſraelites, that may be ſaid of us: Our Wounds 
are. grievous , our Bruiſes are incurable, and we have no heal- 
ing Medicines; there is no Balm in our Giliad, nor Phyſe- 
cian inour Climate. I have heard of a Diſeaſe, that is call'd 
Qpprobrium Medicorum, The Dilgrace of Phyliciansz becauſe 
they do not know what to fay or do to it. I may fay of 
this evil Diſeaſe, call'd Contention and Diviſion, it 15 Op- 
probriim Theologorum,The Diſgrace of Divines; they know 
not what to ſay or.do, in order to the healing of it. Oace 
a Year there is commonly a Diſeaſe in Londox which is epi- 
demical and raging, but Diviſion is a Diſtemper that ra- 
geth and is rampant among us all the Year long, and there 
is no ſtopping of it. Nevertheleſs, I ſhall preſcribe ſome- 
thing that may, have a tendency to the Cure hereof. Pro- 
ſper me, O Lord, I pray thee at this time, and let my Words 
be acceptable to theſe thy Servants 3 may they profit by 
them themſelves, and may they, as there is occaſion, com- 
municate them unto others. 

All that I ſhall fay (at leaſt for the preſent) upon this 
Subje& ſhall be reduc'd to two general Heads. 

1. Be you throughly perſwaded and convinced of the 
great.Evil chat is in Strife and Divifion. This one ng 
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Gon and Convittion is enongh to keep a Child of God, s 
godly Man or Woman, 'from bemg concerifd therein, 'I 
obſerve the generality of Profellars are ready to think, 
that there is no evii in Contention and-Diviſion 4 bur, ag 
Jonah ſaid, he did well to be angry : fo they are apt to ſay, 
they do well to contend and divide 3 they behave them- 
felves fo, as if they thought it eo be their Duty and not 
their Sin, When they are exhorted to mortifie and put a- 
way Strife and Diviſion, they are ready to ſay, as Pilate m 
another caſe, Why, what evil hath it done? or what evil 
can it do? Lymg and Swearing, Drunkenneſs and Un- 
cleannefs, theſe and ſuch hke, are Evils and: groſs Evils, 
'but what evil is there in Contention and Diviſion 2 Now, 
for the conviction of fach, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew 

the great evil rhat is therein : And the Lord fet it home 
upon our Hearts. 

rt. Contenttons and Diviftons they are from the Fleſh 
that dwelleth in us; that is the bitter root from whence 
they ſpring. Hence 'tis that the Corinthians, fo far as theſe 
prevail'd in them, are ſaid to be carnal or fleſhly, to have 
more Fleſh than Spicit in tkem. Hence *ris alſo, that they 
are cald Works of the Fleſh, Gal. 5.20. There rhe Apo- 
file reckons up many manifeſt Works of the Fleſh, and a- 
mong them he rangeth Fariance, Strife, Emnlations, and 
Seditions, which is the very word that is rendred Diviſions 
here in my Text. This one thing were enough to ſhew 
the great evil that is in Strife and Divifion, that they are 
Works of the Fleſh, and reckon'd among the moſt noto- 
rious Sims ; ſach as Fornication, Adultery, Witchcraft, Ido- 
latry, Drunkenneſs, Revellings, and the like. 

2. Contentions and Divifions (eſpecially ſach as are in 
Churches and amongſt Chriſtians) are expreſly forbidden 
in the Holy Scriptures: Read what the Apoſtle ſays to the 
Corinthians, 1 Cor: 1. 10, T beſeech, or F exhort you, Bre- 


thren, 


The Cauſe and Curt of Divifoss.” T3 
| thren, by the Nawe of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thet there be 
| no' Diviſions among you. There are many Precepts and 

Commands in Scripture for Peace, Love, and Union, and 

, iQ all thcſe there are Prokibitions of Strife and Diviſions, 
| The Apoſtle Paul requires the believing Romer: and Theſ- 
ſalonians, to be of one mind, and to live in peace : he ex- 
horts the Coloſſrans, that the peace of God may rule in their 
hearts, to the which they are call d in one body, Oar $aviour 
bimſelt hath cold bis Diſciples, Mark 9. #/t. that he world 
have them to have ſelt in themſelues,and tobe at peact ane with 
another : that is, he would bave them ſavoury and peace- 


| able Chriſtians. 
What a folemn Charge doth he give them as to this par- 
ticular, John 13. 34. 4 NewCo ent (lays he) do 1 


give to you, that ye love one another. Tis as it he had faid, 

I will have this Command, though it be as old as any 

other, to be accounted new, to be call'd my Cammand, 

and to go under my Name, that when ever any Strife. 

. ſhould begin to kindle among you, the remembrance of 

| this particular Charge or Command of mine may be the 
more apt to quench-it : Agd 'tis worth your marking, that- 
he doth not anly give them this Commandment, bus to; 
make it the more <ffccual, he anonexerh a/powenful Argu-. 
ment to it, and that is bis loving them, I charge you; #446 
4 I have lowed you, ſo elſp that you love one another. - Oh, 
what will not the love of Chriſt qonſtrain-Chriſtians to do #- 
It will prevail with them (as there is occaſ1on) to lay down 
their Lives : Surely then it will prevail with them to lay” 

down their Contentions and Diviſions. One thing mose 
E would obſerve, That our Saviour, in this laſt Sermon of: 
bis to his Diſciples, dathagain and again mind them of 1his- 

very thing, you have much the ſame words, Joby: 15: 12- 
T his is my Cormmendeent, that ye love one another at 1 hears 
bved.you. And again, Verie 17, Theſe things 1 command yo 
433 


#11 


16 The Cauſe and Cure of Drvifuns, 
that ye love one another. This is no tautology in our Savi- 
our ; it did not ariſe from want of Matter , but from the 
weightineſs of the Sabje& ; he laid a great ſtreſs upon this 
Commandment, therefore he ſo often repeats it. Now 
this ſhews the greatneſs of this Sin of Contention and Di- 
viſion, that is is fo direQly contrary to ſach expreſs and 
renewed Precepts. 

3. Contentions and Diviſions are contrary to the Prayer 
of Chriſt ; yea, to that Prayer which he made fo publick- 
ly and ſolemnly in the hearing of his Diſciples. What he 
inſiſted on ſo much in Preaching, he enlargeth on in Prayer 
likewiſe. Peace was the Legacy he left his Diſciples, and 
Peace was the Bleſſing he deſires the Father to beſtow up- 
on them. He ſays, Jopr 17. 11. Holy Father, keep, through 
thine own Name, thoſe whom thou haſt given me, Keep them z 
Why, and tor what ? See what follows, That they may be 
one, as we are. As if he had faid, Father, there is a per- 
fe& agreement betwixt ns, we never had any difference 
let there therefore be the like concord and agreement be- 
twixt my Followers, as there is betwixt me and thee; let 
them be one, as we are, And as he-pray'd thus for his 
more immediate Diſciples, ſo he requeſted the ſame for 
and in behalf of them who in after-times ſhould believe in 
him\ throngh their Word. So you'l find a little lower, in 
the 21ſt and the 23d Verſe of that 17th of John. It is as 
if he had ſaid, I know, that my Followers in future times 
will -meet with great Temptations, to [divide 'them one 
from another therefore I pray thee, Father, that they 
may be {trongly united together, that there may be as 
firm an Union as is pofſible betwixt-:thetn.. This is enough, 
if [ſhould ſay no more, to ſhew the evil that is in Divifons, 
that Chriſt $id put up ſo many Petitions'to prevent thern. 
He doth not-pray ſo much, that his Followers may. be pre. 
ſervd from the cruel Perſecutions of their Enemies, as 

that 
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that they may be kept” from uncharitable Contentions a- 
mongſt themſelves. Surely that Blefſing is worth their 
utmoſt Care, as Chriſt counted worthy of his redoubled 
Prayer. Oh, let this ferve' to aggravate*this'Sirr of 'Con- 
rention, that it is direAly contrary, not only to tht-Com- 
mand, but to the Solema' Prayer of our Lord. "I mighe 
ſhew you; how Strife and Divifion-is againſt your own 
Prayers: You often pray, and pray hard tor the Peace and 
Union of Chriſtians z but this is a powerful:Cofilideration 
indeed,. that it is againſt the Delice and Prayer 'of Jeſus 
4.. Contentions and Diviſions do (greatly diſhonour 
Chriſt 5” his Name and Dodtrine is hereby blaſphemid 3 4t 
takes our Hearts*to bleed wichin os; to hear' Chriſt re- 
proach'd by the black Mouths of his Enemies, and nothin) 
more opens them,, than the -Diviſtons of his Friends and 
Followers. | eq! 1900 VIIT.. © CONTTILIEN 
'Tis worth your obſervation, -that when Chriſt prgy'd 
for the Ution'ot his' Followers, he back'd it with'this/Ar- 
gument, that the World might believe and know, that/he 
was ſent of the Father. So he fays; John 17/21. Letthene 
be one, that the World may believe, that thou baſt ſent me. And 
again, Verſe 23. Let theme be perfeF in oneg that the Worid 
may know, that thou haſt ſent me. As-if he had'faid, the 
Diviſions and: Contentions-of- my Diſciples, will tempt 
the Men of the World' t6'think; that 1 did not come out 
from thee ; that T,'who am thar Lord' ani Maſter, am bar 
an Impoſtor 3 that my Goſpelis but a Fable, and the Reli- 
gion they have received from me, is but a Romance. ».[f 
thoſe tharbelieve in me are contenzious, 'then ſtanders-by 
will be Atheiſts. It there beno Love in the Church, thete 
will be no Faith in the World. This one things ſathczent 
to proclaim the great evil of Strite and-Diviſfions,thatthey 
are ſa difhonourable to Chriſt _ to his Name. Who dagh 
Ep: OGLNNTIIING , 1043 335 tad: <0; domme 
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aot tremble, to have his hand in that which brings ai ap- 


parent Reproach upon Chriſt and the Chriſtian Religion! 
Tis. ſtaried, of Alexander Severus, That ſeeing two Chri- 
ſtians at, yariance one with the other, he forbad them any 
longer to aflume the Name 0 Chriſtians 5 becauſe that by 
their ſtrife and contention, they diſhonour'd their Lord 
and Maſter. Oh, bqw many in the midſt of us, and round 
about 1s,, might be interdiced the Chriſtian Name, for the 
ſame reaſon! Holes 

5+ Which follows upon the former, Contentions and 
DiviGons do ſtumble and harden the ungodly ; they keep 
ſore fromentering into the good Ways of God, and they 
make others, that began to enter into.them, to turn back. 
Two. things in God's People become great Stumbling- 
blocks to the wicked 3, one ts, their Scandalous Sins and 
Miſcarriages 3 the other is, their Fooliſh Strife and Divi- 
- Thefe make wicked and,ungodly Men ſhy of Reli- 
gion, and of; cloſing with the good Ways of God : They 
lay, Look. what Quarrels and Dtviltons there are among 
hefe.Profeflors of Religion : God bleſs us from ſuch a 
Religian as.this3 if this be their Religion, thus to fall our 
and, canterid one with another, we will have nothing to 
do with. it or them. God is a God of Peace and Love, and 
-therefore ſuch contentious Perſons as theſe, can be none of 
-bis People. We complain ſometimes, that; Converſion 1s 
-a rare Work 3 that, very, few are converted, and brought 
home to Chriſt in our days 3 whenas it is a wonder, con(i- 
deripg our diviſions, that any at all are converted, that 
all:don't keep at the greateſt diſtance from the Ways and 

People of God, ps, | | 
;, 6; Contentions and Diviſions do grieve the Spirit of 
;Gad, and the Spirits of thoſe that are truly godly. They 
grieve. the Spirit of God;z_ that peaceful Dove can't away 
; wth thoſe that are full of Gall and Bitterneſs. When the 
Apoſtle 
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Apoſtle had dehorted the Epheſians from grieving the Hg- 
ly Spirit, Eybeſ 4. 30. he immediately ſubjoyns this Ex- 
hortation, Let all bitterneſs, and wrath, and clamonr, and evil- 
aking, be put away from you, with all malice; ' and be ye hind 
due to' another, tender-hearted, forgiving one audther," even as 
God, for Chriſt's ſake, hath forgiven you. '"Agait, Theſe Di- 
viſions do grieve and ſadden the Spirits of thoſe that are 
truly godly 3 nothing lieth nearer the Hearts of fome good 
and godly Men, than the uficharitable Contentions ofcheic 
Brethren 3 theſe 'Breaches do break their very Heats; 
they are weary of their Lives, upon the account thereof, 
and are ready'to wiſh, with that German Divine; That 


' they were out of the World, that ſo they-might/bedeh- 


verd from the implacable 'E 


Miniſters and Chriſtians. | = 
y. Contentions and Diviſions do ſtir up much corrup- 


tion in Chriſtians, and they open a wide door to many o- 
ther Sins: Solomon fays ,” Prov: 17. T9. He loveth qranſ- 
greſſion, that loveth ſtrife 5 he occaſions abundance of itin 
himſelf and in others alſo. There is a world of anger, en- 
vy, malice, and revenge in the hearts of Men, and conten- 
tion gives them vent and draws them forth. The Apoſtle 
James ſays, James 3. 14. If ye have bitter envyings and ſtrife, 
glory not. Don't think or boaſt' of your ſelves, to be ſuch 
good Chriſtians ; theſe will ſtain all your other Excellen- 
cies, and will ſtir up all your other Corruptions: $9 it fol- 
lows, Verſe 16. Where envying and ftrife' is , there is confu- 
fron and every evil work. Strife and Contention is the De- 
vil's Forge, and if he can give a Chriſtian a heat or two 


nmities and Contentigns of 


| therein, he will quickly be foftned and made malleable 
for the Hammer of his Temptations. Meek ' Moſes, when 


he was a little heated, he Tpake unadviſedly with his Lips. 
Oh, the Lies and Slanders, the Whiſperings and Back- 
bitings, the Cenſares _ p——_— that come out” of 

| | ; "7's | - +. his 


Jabs &....- bat 33: oil ing £ 
'' © I,/ Make out after thoſe Graces that have an uniting 
property : Let theſe be in you, and abound. TI told you 
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this Mint! -From hence it is, that Chriſtians, inſtead. of re- 
proving,” they fa}l a reproaching one another; inſtead of 
\cofnforting,..they' fall a cenſuring one another 3 inſtead of 
.provokingiane-another..to love and good works, they 
-provoke one another to anger and wrath and to ather 
- evil works. Is | 2 

2. The ſecond DireQion is, To purſue thoſe things that 
-promote Peace and Union. The Scripture in ſome places 
;calls. apon us to prrſue and follow Peace; though it runs or 
flys from us, yet we muſt purſue and follow it. This Ad- 
vice js given in Heb. 12.14. 1 Pet. 3. 11. In both theſe 
plices'the Greek-word doth fignifie, to purſue or follow a 


{ 


* thing:eagerly)as Hunters do;their Prey. And in one place 


we are requir'd not only to follow peace, but to follow 
. after the things that make for peace. Where's that? Why, 


.*tis-in Rom. 14. 19; There it is ſaid, Let ws follow after the 
' things that make forpeace + (14 wi; ugim;) thethings of peace; 


ſuch things are meant as are condycible and ſubſervient 


. thereunto. . The Lord helpus to take out this Lefſon : Ma- 


ny- pretend to -be followers of peace, that decline the 


- things that make-for it, Let me' deſcend unto particu- 


before, that there are ſundry Luſts and Corruptions which 

occaſion Strife and Diviſion: And now I will ſhew you, 
that there are ſundry Graces 'and gracious Qyalifications, 
which conduce to Peace and Union, 

I, There is the Grace of Love: I mean, Brotherly Love, 
This is of an uniting and knitting nature. We are ſaid, Co/. 
2.'2. to be knit together in lays. This Grace obligeth Chri- 
ſtians to all as of mutual kindneſs one to another ; it ex- 
pelleth Prejudices and Jealouſies 5 it extinguiſheth the 
unhallowed Fire of. Anger and Wrath towards 'one arto- 

ther. 
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ther. The excellent Properties of Love are laid down.at 
large, 1 Cor. 13. There it is ſaid, That charity or love ſaf- 
fereth long, and is kind ;, it envieth not, it dath not behave it 
ſelf "nnſeemly., . ſeeketh not her own , is not cafily provoked, 
thinketh nd' evil, -rejoyceth not in iniquity, but rejoyceth in the 
truth, beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, 
endureth all things. Where is the Love to bz found ia our 
days, that is enduwd. with theſe Properties ? It is becauſe 
there 1s (o little Jove, that there is ſo much ſtrife and divi- 
ſion among us: Becauſe love is waxed cold, therefore 
Chriſtians are ſo ſick of the burning Feaver of Contention. 
2. There is the Grace of Self. denial. Sclf is the great 
Make-bate, and Sclt-denial is the great Peace-maker. If 
Chriſtians could learn to deny themſelves, they would be 
at peace one with another. The Apoſtle exhorts the Phi- 
lippians , in Phil. 2. 3. to let nothing be done through ſtrife. 
But how ſhould this be prevented ? - See what he adds in 
the next Verſe, Look, not every Mau on his own things, but 
every Man alſo on the things of others, ' Oh, what peaceable 
Times (ſhould we have, it Chriſtians would love others as 
they love themſelves ! There would be another World, 
zf that Rule were but obſerv'd which you tind in 1 Cor. 
IO. 24. Let no Man ſeek his own , but every one another's 
wealth. 
2. There is the Grace of Humility. As Pride cauſfeth, 
ſo Humility cureth Contentionsand Dt; vilion. Solomon [iye, 
Prov. 28.25. He that is of a proud heart, {tirreth up ſtrife. 
But he that is of an humble and lowly Spirit, doth quench 
or extinguiſh it. We may lay to Humility, what Tertul/us- 
4 ſaid to Felix, By thee we <nj1y much quietnels, But waere 
are Chriſtians that now adays.are c/oathed with Humility © 
There would be an end of Strite, it we would put on this 
Garment, If in lowlinefs of mind, each would eſteem others 
better than themſchues,. Vid. Phil, 2. 3. 
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4. There is the Grace of Meckneſs. !This hath a peace- 
making Property. -It is mention'd in Scripture, as that 
which contributes greatly to Peace and Unity. Epheſ. 4. 2. 
There we are enjoyn'd to keep the unity of the ſpirit in the 
bond of peace : And in order thereunto, we wut abound in 
all lowlineſs and meeknefs. And to theſe we muſt add long- 
ſuffering and forbearance 3 10 it follows in that Text. Ay, 
theſe are the Graces we muſt exerciſe our ſelves unto, and 
in, if we would keep the Peace amongſt Brethren, Theſe 
are uniting and adorning Graces 3 but theſe Ornaments 
are laid aſide, and quite out of faſhion in our times, 

2, You muſt imbibe ſuch Principles as have an uniting 
property. Let me mention ſome few of theſe, and I will 
but mention them. 

1. The firſt is, That Chriſtians ſhould be one in Aﬀe- 
Qion, though they are of different Opinions in the leſler 

; Matters of Religion: If they have not altogether the ſame 
Mind, yet they ſhould have the ſame Love. That is the A- 
poſtle's Phraſe in Phil. 2. 2. 

2. A lccond is, That Peace is ſuch a precious Commodi- 
ty, that we muſt purchaſe it whatſoever we pay for 1t. 
Whatſoever it coſts us, (provided we don't part with 
\ apparent Truth and true Holineſs) we have a good Bar- 

gain of it. 

3. A third is, That in many caſes it is more honourable 
to yield, than to overcome: 'Tis a-greater thing to haye 
power over our ſ[e]ves, than to- have power over others. 
The Story of two Philoſophers, Ariſtippas and /&ſchines, 
is very memorable: When they were at variance, Ariſtip- 
pus came to /Efrbines, and ſaid, Come, ſhall we be Friends 2 
Nes, ſays Eſchines,- with all my heart. Now remember, ſays 
Ariſtippms , that thongh I am your Senior, yet I firi# ſought 
Peace. True, ſays /tſchines ; and for this, I ſhall always ac- 


knowledge you the more worthy perſon 5 for 1 began the Strife, 
' and you the Peace. 4. A 
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4. A fourth is, That 'tis better to be too mild and gen- 
tle, than to be too ſevere and rigorous : If lenity be at any 
time an error, tis an error on the right hand ; *tis by much 
the more eligible extream. Oh, how greata Vertue is Mo- 
deration ! 

5. A fifth is, That 'tis better to ſuffer the greateſt evil, 
than to do the leaſt. By the former, I may be miſchief*d 
by others 3 but by the latter, I miſchief my (elf. 

6. Afixth is, The Weal of the Publick is to be preferr'd 
to our Perſonal Welfare. The Contentions and Diviſions 
that are amongſt Chriſtizns, proceed from the narrowneſs 
of their Spirits z Men of Publick Spirits, are Men of Peace- 
able Spirits. Oh, what Halcion Days ſhould we ſee, if 
Chriltions were poſlefs'd of theſe and ſuch like Prin- 
ciples ! 

3. You muſt exerciſe and inure your ſelves to thoſe Pra- 
Fices, that have an uniting property, Let me touch alſo 
apon ſome of theſe. 

1. Endeavour to take or make up Breaches betimes. 
Contentions, that are but ſparkles ar firſt, if let alone, 
they will quickly grow into a great flame. How much 
have [ ſeen a little Fire kindle > When Chriſtians fall our, 
one Perſon or Patty, it may be, is faulty at firſt ; bur, by 
and by, ſuch as were faulilefs, are involv d in the ſame 
guilt. Solomon fays, Prov. 17. 14. That the beginning of 
ſtrife, is as when one lets out water. It it be not preſently 
ſtopt, it will bear down all before tr. Oh, nip Conten- 
tions in the bud, or you know not to what they will grow, 
or how far they will ſpread ! 

2. Remember that good old Rule of our Saviour's, To 
do to others, what you would have others to do to you: This 
practice would ſet us all to rights. Would not you have 
others bear with you? Then do you bear with others. - 

ould not you have others-puit the belt Sence yo—_— 

ords 
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Words and Actions? Why thendo you put the beſt Sence 
upon others Words and Aftions. Would not you have 0- 
thers to reproach and back-bite you 2 Then don't you re- 
proach and back-bite others. Do but walk by this Rule, 
and, as one ſays, your own Wl], in a juſtifiable ſence, will 
bz your Law. 

3. Cournt-2!! them your Brethren, in whom you ſee any 
thing of the 1nage 2nd I;keneſs of your Father, Be of a 
catholick temper, and net wedded to a Party.. Receive 
any that are ſerious in Religion, though they would reject 
yoa;z and Jabour to pull thoſe to you, that thruſt you 
trom them. Speak well of thoſe, that ſpeak evil of you. 
Let Luther call me Devil, (ſays Calvin) yet I will acknow- 
ledge him for an eminent Servant of, God, 

4. Accommodate your ſelves to others, as far as law- 
fully you may. Take the Apoſtle Paul for your Pattern ; 
read whathe ſaid and did, 1 Cor. 9. 19,20, 21, 22. 1hough 
I be free from all Men, jet have I made my ſelf a ſervant unto 
all, that 1 might gain the more. Onto the Jews, 1 became as a 
Jew, that I might gain the Jews 5, to them that are under the 
law, that I might gain them that are under the laws to them 
that are without the law, as without law, (being not without 
thelaw to God, but under the law to Chriſt) that I might gain 
them that are without law: to the weak, 1 became as weak, that 
1 might gain the weak: 1 aw made all things to all Men, that 
I might by all means ſave ſome. All this while the Apoſtle 
was not guilty of neutrality and carnal compliance with 
others. Blelled Par! it thou had'ſt livd in our days, 
thou would'ſt have been counted a Man of atrimming and 
temporizing Temper. Under this Head, let me commend 
one Practice to you, and that is, to ſubmit and yield to 
thoſe that are cuntentious, ſo far as you can do it with a 


| fafe Conſcience. The Apoſtle Peter's counſel ſhould be fol- 


low'd, 2 Pet. 5.5. Let the younger ſubmit themſelves to the 
; . elder, 
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elder, yea, all of you be ſubjed one to another. Many live as if 
there were no fach Text in their Bibles. 

5. Learn the holy Art of bridling your Tongues: That 
little Member canſeth mach contention in the World and 
in the Charch. "What peaceable Times ſhould we ſee, if 
Chriftians had the Grace to govern their Paſſions and re- 
frain from paſſionate Exprefiions if they did debate the 
things wherein they differ with hard Arguments and ſoft 
Words! Solomon faith; Prov.1s,1. That a ſoft anſwer turn- 
eth away wrath, but grievous volt ſtir up anger, We havea 
Proverb, 1 hat hard to hard, never 4, well, How much 
Strife would be prevented and curd, if a Law of Kind- 
neſs did command all our Mouths. Sometimes a boiſterous 
Wind is allay'd by a gentle Rain. Soft Words are as cheap 
as hard 3 gentle and conrteous Language is as caſte, as that 
which is ſowre or bitter, 

6. Never contend about thoſe things which you do not 
fully underftand. 1 might have mention'd Ignorance a- 
mong(t the Make-bates : This is certairi, That moſt of our 
Peace-breakers areperſons that are very ignorant, that kow 
not what they ſay, nor whereof they affirm. This may be truly 
ſaid, That moſt of onr Contentions are meer Logomachies; 
the Strife among us, for the moſt' part, is about Words, 
and not Things. ' There was a great ſtrife of old between 
the Eaſtern and Weſtern Charches. The Eaſtern Churches 
and Chriftians faid, there were three Subſiſtences in the 
Trinity, bnt not three Perſons, The Weſtern ſaid, there 
were three Perſons, but not three Subſiſtences. Athanaſius 
ſteps in and reconciles them both. The Contentions that 
were amongſt the Neſtorians and Entychians, were only 
verbal, fo that we thay wonder, and ask, with the Apo- 
ſtle, Tf there was not « wiſe Man among them? And what 
ſhall l fay of the Strife and Diviſion that is among the more 
religious People of this Hland, at this day ? It is onac- 
countable, 
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countable.. -A thinking Chriſtian is ready to wonder. and 
ſay, Are there no wiſe Men, and indu'd with knowledge, 
that can with meeknefs of wiſdom compoſe theſe Differen- 
ces that are among us ? Are they all (ach Fools as Solomon 
deſcribes? He ſays, Prov. 18. 6. A Fool's lips enter into 
contention. 1 can't ſay, that all the Debatesin England and 
London, about Matters of Religion, are meerly verbal ; 
but | dare affirm this of many, it not the muſt of them, 
nay, the greater part by far, of our litigant and conten- 
tious Chriſtians, can give no account of thoſe Points about 
which they contend, nor da they know the Hinges upon 
which the things in controverſie turn. 

Here let me inſert a Story of modern date: Two Per- 
ſons lately met together, at a Friend's Houſe, where they 
bad a great deal of warm Diſcourſe about thoſe that go 
under the denomination of Presbyterians and Independents : 
One ſtanding by,interpos'd,and deſir'd them toinform him, 
What was the real difference betwixt thoſe two Sorts or 
Partics.For a while there was deep filence,till anon he urg'd 
them to anſwer him, telling them, It was a moſt unſeemly 
thing,for perſonsto contend about what they did not know 
or underſtand. At length one of them anſiwer'd, The [:dc- 
pendents were ſtricter in their admidion of Members into 
their particular Congregations than the others were. Here- 
upon the other reply'd, That, to his knowledge, that was 
falſe ; foraſmuch as ſome, that had been reje&ed for ſcan- 
dalous Converfations by Presbyterians, had been receiv'd 
into Independent Congregations. This threw Oyl into the 
the Fire, and increas'd their warmth ; till by and by this 
third perſon began ſharply to reprove them both, telling 
them, he expected to have heard of ſome difference jnthe 
Principles of theſe Parties, which. might have made for 
his information 3 but all that he could hear, did. amount 
to no. more, than that there was a difference in the Pra- 
ice 
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Fice of ſome particular Congregations, which would be 
in the moſt reformed Churches to the World's end; There- 
fore he deſfird them to lay aſide thoſe unchriſtian Heats 
that were betwixt them, and not inveigh one againſt ano- 
ther, for they knew not what themſelves. And his Ad- 
monition was not inefteQaal, for they parted good Friends, 
and in a better Temper. 

7. Take out three Leſſons, that are taught us by the 
Apoſtle Pau!: Hegives ns, in his Epiſtles, a Trinity of Pre- 
cepts, that would cauſe Unity among Chriſtians, if they 
were but obſerv'd and learn'd. 

The firſt isin 1 Theſſ. 4. 11. Study to be quiet, and do your 
own buſmeſs, &c. Many ſtudy how they may be trouble- 
ſom, and negleQing their own affairs at home, they wan- 
der about from Houſe to Houſe ; though they are idle, 
yet they are pragwatical and buſie-bodies too z they are 
ratlers alſo, their tongues never lie ſtill, but are ſpeaking 
things which they ought not, they ſit and ſpeak againſt their 
brethren, and ſlander their own mothers children. This was 
the fault of ſome Women in the Apoſtles times, but now 
Men are as faulty herein as Women. This Practice doth 
greatly contribute to the heightning and increaſing the 
Differences that are amongſt Chriſtians, and there is no 
better Remedy, than for all to follow the Apoſtle's Ad- 
vice, That every Mar ſtudy to be quiet, and to do his own 
buſineſs. | 

TH ſecond is in Rowe. 14.22. Haſt thou faith e have it 
to thy ſelf, He doth not ſpeak of Faith here in the Fun- 
damentals of Religion, but in indifferent things (which 
are the Subjet-matter he is treatingof.) Our belief or per- 
ſwvafion therein is not -unſeaſonably to be utter'd, {6 as to 
occaſion ſcandal or contention. All Do&rins of Faith are. 
not of that neceſſity, that they ſhould be urg'd at all times 


and upon all perfons. Thongh no truth muſt be deny'd, 
2 yet 
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yet many truths may be forborn. They that arezealous for 
trath , muſt- remember that dire&1on in Epheſ. 4. 15. To 


ſpeak the truth int love 3, or, as the words ſignifie, they muſt 


" 
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rruth it in love.” - -- | 

-* The third is-in © Ph3l. 3; 25, 16.' Let ws therefore, as many 
as be perfeFF, be thus minded, -and if in any thing ye be other- 
wiſe minded, God ſhall reveal even this to you. Nevertheleſs, 
whereto we have already attain'd, Itt ws walk by the ſame rule, 
let us mind the ſame thing. I wor't ſtay to open this Text, 
it is done to our hands, by ſeveral that have wrote pur- 
poſely upon it: I will only add, that if theſe three Apo- 
ftolical Rules were conſcientiouſly and ſtritly obſerv'd, 
moſt of the Breaches among us would be heal'd, and fu- 
ture Ruptures'in Churches and amongſt Chriſtians would 
be prevented. 

8. Be humbled for Strife and Diviſion, and ſupplicate 
Heaven for Peace and Union. 

1. Be humbled for Strife and Diviſion. Many rejoyce, 
but do you mourn by reaſon hereof: Whilſt others bring 
Fewel to increaſe, do you bring Tears to quench the Fire 
that is kindled amongſt Chriſtians. If you have no hand 
in Diviſions, yet let your: Hearts be broken for them. [ 
will allude to that place in the Book of Judges, For the Di- 
viſions of Reuben, let there be great Sorrow of Heart. 

2. Supplicate Heaven, the God of Heaven, for Peace 
and Union. Beſeech the God of Love and Peace, to pour 
down the Spirit of Love and Peace upon his Church and 
People. To this you are exhorted, P/al. 122.6. Pray for 
the Peace of Jeruſalem ;, they ſhall proſper that love thee. Say, 
Peace be within thy Walls , and Paſir within thy Palaces. 
For your Brethren and Companions ſake, ſay now, Peace 
be' within thee. Pray for the Churches and Chriſtians in 
our days, as the Apoſtle Paxl doth for the Theſſalonians, 
2 Theſſ. 3- 16. The 'Lord of Peace» give them Peace always, 
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by all means. This is a Service that every one may and 
ought to have a hand in. This is a Bleſſing that God can 
eafily beſtow upon his Peoplez nothing is hard, much 
leſs impoſſible unto him, he car make Men to be of one Mind 
in a Houſe 3 and he can make his Children to be of one 
Mind in his Houſe. He brake down the middle Wall of Par- 
tition betwixt Jews and Gentiles, and of twain made one : 
He can do the like among diſſenting and contending 
Chriſtians. This is that which he hath promisd. He hath 
ſaid, That in the later days his People ſhall dwell in peaceable 
Habitations, Iſai. 32. 18. That the Wolf ſhall dwell with the 
Lamb, and the L eopard ſhall lye down with the Kid : The Cow 
and the Rear ſhall feed, their young ones ſhall ye down toge- 
ther, and the Lion ſhall eat Straw like the Ox 5, and the ſuck- 
ing Child — onthe hole of the Aſp, and the weaned (hild 
ſhall put his Hand on the Cockatrice-den 5 and that they ſhall 
not hurt, nor deſtroy in all his Holy Mountain, Iſai. 11. 7,8, g. 
He hath faid, Verſe 13. That the Exvy of Ephraim ſhall de- 
part, and the Adverſaries of Judah 'ſhall be cut off 3 that E- 
phraim ſhall not ___ nor Judah vex Ephraim. He 
hath faid, That Judah and Ephraim (though two Sticks) 
ſhall be joyn'd one to another into one Stick,, and they ſhall be- 
come one in his hand, Erzek. 37. 16, 17. And he hath far- 
ther promis'd, That he will turn to his People a pure Lan- 

uage, and they ſhall ſerve him with one conſent, or (houlder, 
Zeph. 3.9. That he will give them one Heart and one Way. 
Theſe and divers other Promiſes God hath made of this 
ſort, which he likes his People ſhould plead, and put him 
in remembrance of. I wiſh I could fay, that this Gene- 
ration ſhall not paſs away, till theſe things come to pals : 
But confidering the A of ſuch a Bleſling for 
the preſent, I tear I may take nap Balaam's words, and fay, 
Who ſhall live, when God will do this 2 In mean time, what 


reaſon have we to beſiege Heaven, and apply to God by 
Faſt- 
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Faſting and Prayer, (to do this together, and to do this 
apart) that God would cauſe theſe Janglings and Conten- 
tions, that are among his People, to ceaſe ? If ſome Plague 
or Drought came upon us, we ſhould reckon it high time 
to Faſt and Pray. Yet theſe (as one obſerves) are in them- 
ſclves but Miſeries ; when our Contentions are fo our Mi-. 
ſeries, that they are alſo our Sins. It may be, theſe Devils 
of Strife and Diviſion, will be driven out no other way, 
but by Faſting and Prayer. 

Let me conclude all with a double Exhortation. 

The firſt is to thoſe that are Miniſters. They are the Am- 
baſſadors of Peace; they are ſent by him who is the 
Prince of Peace ; therefore they ſhould uſe their utmoſt 
Endeavours to prevent and remove all Strife and Diviſions. 
Yet, how it comes to paſs I know not, they are many 
times the greateſt promoters thereof; One hath obſerv'd, 
That there are few Rents and Contentions in Churches 
in which Miniſters have not the chief hand. Jerome hath a 
remarkable Note upon Hoſea g. 8. He faith (Veteres ſcru- 
tans Hiſtorias, nullos invenire poſſum ſcidiſſe eccleſiam preter 
eos qui Sacerdotes a Deo poſiti fuerunt..) ſearching the an- 
cient Hiſtories, I car find none, that have rent the Church like 
thoſe that ſuſtain the Office of Miniſters. This is a fad 
Charge, and it 1s too juſtly laid upon many of that Order. 
Luther pray'd, that the Church 'might be deliver'd from 
ſundry Evils, and among the reſt, (4 paſtore contentioſo_) 
from contentious Preachers or Paſtors. It touch'd me to 
the quick the other day, to hear one tell me, That we, who 
are Miniſters, are, the cauſe of all the Contentions that are in 
City and Country at this day. I thonght with my ſelf, there 
was too much of truth in what he ſaid. If we would unite 
and agree, our Hearers would unite and agree likewiſe 3 
generally it is, like Paſtors, like People : ' They are (tba 
inflata_) a ſounding Trumpet 3 they ſound according 6 
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the Breath we breath into them, either a Retreat or an 
Onſet, a Parly or an Alarum. Oh, how inexcuſable are 
we that teach others, ſhould be peaceable, and be our 
ſelves turbulent ! We are like Phyſicians, that preſcribe 
ſuch Rules to their Patients, as they never obſerve them- 
ſelves. It will never be well with as, till we give our Hea- 
rers a large and fair Copy of Peace and Unity in our own 
Practices. 

2. I would exhort private Chriſtians to this Duty, to 
follow after Peace, and the things that make for it. IF it bz 
poſſable, as much as in you lieth , have peace with all Men, 
and eſpecially one with another. Let me exhort you, as 
the Apoſtle Pax! doth theſe Corinthians : Hear what heſays 
to them, in his firſt Epiſtle, Chap. 1. 10.. I beſeerh you, Bre- 
thren, by the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chris, that ye all ſpeak 
the ſame thing, and that there be no diviſions among you, but 
that ye be perfely joyn'd together in the ſame mind and in the 
ſame judgment. Hear what he ſays to them in his ſecond 
Epiſtle, Chap. 13. 11. Finally, Brethren, farewel : Be of ons 
mind, live in peace, and the God of love and peace ſhall be with 
you. Oh, that this Exhortation could reach all the Chri- 
ſtians in Ezgland and in London ! Oh, that every Pulpit 
in this Kingdom and City did ring with this Meſlage ! 
Peace and Union is that which all ſeem to defire. ( Pacers 
te poſcimus omnes.,) Ask every Man in this Congregation, 
or in this City, Have you any hand in the Strite and Divi. 
fions that are among us? and he will anſwer, No, not E 
Again, ask any one, Don't you deſire Peace and Love and 
Union among your Brethren and Neighbours ? and he will 
anſwer, Yes, 1 do. But though all ſcem.to delire it; how 
few be they that do really endeavour it? or that will be 
at any coſt or pains to accompliſh it ? all exclaim againſt 
Strite and Diviſion, but though every one cries out of the 
L-hief, who-will be at the trouble to ſtop him 2 
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Give me leave now, in the cloſe of all, to commend to 
you ſome moving Conſiderations. 

1. Confider what God is. He is (as was faid before) 
the God of Love and Peace ;, he's call'd, 1 Thefſ. 5. 23. the 
very God of Peace. And in 2 Thefſ. 3. 16. the Lord of Peace 
himſelf. The Son of God, our Lord Jeſas Chriſt, he is 
the Prince of Peace. He is King of Salem; which is, by in- 
terpretation, King of Peace. His entering into this World 
was folemniz'd with a Song of Peace; whilſt he ſtaid in 
this World, he preach'd and made Peace. When he departed 


out of this World, he b<queath'd unto his Followers the 


precious Legacy of Peace. The holy Spirit of God, 1s the 
great worker of Peace; Peace is one of the Fruits of the 
Spirit, There isa cluſter of theſe Fruits in Gal. 5. 22. there's 
Love, Joy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs. 
What ſweet Fruitsare here? Many Chriſtians live as if they 
had never taſted any of them. Well, but what an Argu- 
ment is here to provoke us to peaceableneſs > This is to 
make us like unto God, to reſemble Father, Son and Spi- 
rit. Oh, how contrary do they walk to God, who walk in 
Strif} and Contention |! 

2. Conſider what you are, and profeſs to be. You are 
the Children, the Sons and Daughters of Peace. Yon are call'd 
to Peace, 1 Cor. 7.15. You have Peace with God, and 
therefore you ſhould have Peace one with another 3 
you are going to one Home, and therefore you ſhould not 
fall out by the Way : Why ſhould there be Strife betwixt 
Abraham and Lot, ſeeing they were Brethren 2 Oh conſi- 
der, Chriſtians, you are Children of the ſame Father, Mem- 
bers of the ſame Body, Profeſſors of the ſame Faith, Par- 
takers of the ſame Spirit, Retainers to the ſame Lord, you 
bave the ſame Baptiſm and hope of your Calling, and if 
you fall out, who ſhall agree? You ſhould be looped to- 
gether, as the Curtains of the Tabernacles were; you ſhonld 
be all of a piece. Y7d. Mal. 2. 10. 3. Con- 
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3+ Conſider where you are, and among whom youlive, 
They are notall your Friends that ſtand by and look upon 
you, whiPſt you diſcover your ſhame and nakedneſs; no, 
they are many of them your Enemies, and though they 
carry it fair outwardly, yet they inwatdly hate you : And 
whil'ſt you contend and quarrel one with another,they laugh 
intheir (leeves, and are ready to ſay, Aha! ſo would we have 
it. It was an aggravation of the folly of Abraham and Lot's 
Herdſmen and Servants,that they ffiould ſtrive tozether,and 
one with another, whex the Canaantte and the Perizite dwelt 
in the Land. You know how to apply it. 

4. Conſider what the end of theſe things is like to be. 
Our.Contentions are ſad Prognoſticks of ſome impending 
Jadgment. One ſays well, That a lowring Sky, ſhews foul 
Weather to be at hand. So the lowring Countenances and 
contentious Carriages of Chriſtians towards one another, 
do indicate a Storm to be near us. When the Vail of the 
Temple was rent in twain, it was a fore-runner of the de- 
ſtru&ion of the Temple. Cambader obſerves, that the Di- 
viſions of the Engliſh was the Scaling-ladder by which the 
Romans came into England. If the Romaniſts come among 
us again, they*l] part the fray, and end the ſtrife among 
us. If we ſhould {ce again the Marian Days, or have a Po- 
piſh Prince, I am confident the Epiſcopal and Eraſtian 
would agree together and the Presbyterian and Indepen- 
dent would embrace one another. It Chriſti ins bite and de- 
vorr one another, God will be provok'd to give them up to 
be devour'd of others. Vid. Mal. 4.6. If God turn not the 
Heart of the Fathers to the Children, and the Heart of the Chil- 
aren to the Fathers, and the Heart of Chriſtians one to ano- 
ther, he will come and ſmite the Earth with « Curſe. 

5s. Confider what Rebukes you have been lately unler, 
for your former Contentions and Diviſions: How great 
were your- felt and feared Troubles? You are as Brands 
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jaſt now pluck'd out of the burning ; the ſmell of the 
Fire is yet upon you; And will you, as ſoon as the Rod 
is off. your Backs, return to your old work again > Remem- 
ber the Reſolutions you had, and the Promiſes you made, 
if ever God again ſhould turn back your captivity. Read, when 
you have leaſure, Ezra g. from Verſe 5. to the end. 

6. Conſider what Harmony and Agreement there is a- 
mong others. Gebal and Ammon and Amalek can confede- 
rate and joyn together with one conſent. Thieves and Mur- 
derers can caſt in their Lot together, and have all one Purſe. 
The very Devils have concord among themſelves, Sata 
3s uot divided againſt Satan. Yea, Lions and Tygers, the 
fierceſt and wildeſt Beaſts, will live peaceably one with a- 
nother. (S2vis inter ſe convenit wrſcs.”) This Confidera- 
tion may help to lay our Animolities and Contentions. 
Bat, 

7. Conſider what Harmony and ſweet Accord all the 
Saints baveand ſhall have in Heaven. There are no Storms 
and Tempeſts in that upper Region : There Luther and 
Zwinglius are perfectly reconcil'd. 

8. Conſider what a lame Account we ſhall be able to 
ive to Chriſt at his coming, of theſe our Contentions and 
PiviGons, We can't give any rational account of them 
now, but how ſpeechleſs ſhall we be then 2 Read Matth. 
24+ 48, 49, 50, 51. 

9g. Conſider the good and benefit of Peace and Union. 
It is pleaſing to God 3 it is a credit to the Goſpel 3 it is a 
powerful Load-ſtone to. draw the World to Chriſt, like 
Cummin- ſeed, it makes the Doves to flock the Windows; 
it promotes Edification among Chriſtians z the Charch 
edifies it ſelf in love. 

10. Conſider the evil and harm of Strife and Diviſion. 
Much bath been ſaid of this already : See the firſt general 
DireQion ; Let me only add, That it greatly gratifies the 
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Devil ; he is pleas'd to ſee them, who are. reconcil'd to 
Gad, to be at variance among themſelves 3 How glad is 
he, when he can perſwade Chriſt's Followers to do more 
than his Crucifiers did 3 that is, to rend his ſeamleſs Coat ? 
This Contention and Diviſion amongſt Chriſtians, hinders / 
their growth in Grace: The Body and the Members there- 
of do never thrive and grow in a Feaver ; it cuts off all 
their entercourſe with Heaven ; hereby Prayers are hin- 
dred; they will be little in Prayer to God, who are much 
in ſquabling one with another ; yea, it hinders all mutual 
, Edifcation. it ſpoils all Chriſtian Entercourſe and Con- 
verſe: One ſays well, It is as baneful to Chriſtian Com- 
munion, as a great Plague or Peſtilence is to a Market-- 
town. . 

Let me then reſume my Exhortation : Chriſtians, I do, 
in Chriſt's Name and Words, beſeech you, To have Peace 
one with another. Oh, beware of Strife and Diviſion ! Mark 
and avoid them (whoever they be) that are the tTauſes- 
thereof. 

Let me end with that pathetical Obteſtation cf the A- 
poſtle Paxl, Phil. 2. 1,2. If there be any conſolation in Chriſt, 
if any comfort of love, *if any fellowſhip of the ſpirit, if any 

owels and mercies, fu ys my joy, that ye be like-minded, 
having the ſame love, being of one accord and of one mind. 
To which let me add that Prayer of the ſame Apoſtle, Rozr.. 
15. 5, 6. Now the God of patience and conſolation, grant you 
to be Phe minded one towards another, according to Chrift Je- 
ſus, that ye may with one mind and ove month glorifie God, 
even the Father of our Lord Feſus Chriit. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 
The Reader may take notice, | 


I. © ihe more is printed than was preach'd, eſpecially towards 
the latter end. 

2. , Tho' I have ſpoken much of the Cauſes and Diviſions.in ge- 
heral, yet I have ſpoken little of the Cauſes of our Strife and Di- 
viſions in particular; that is a Not me tangere. No near, ſays the 
Sailer. 

3. 1 expect to be cenſur'd -by ſome, for what I have ſaid ; 'cis 
a.thanklels Office to atrempt/ the reconciling of perſons at va- 
tiance-3: *cis to take a Dog by the Ears ; *cis to interpoſe between 
angry Duellers. MioG& dr' aups]igny xaxty megre, Natiant, *'I1s 
to put-ones Hand into a Neſt of Hornets. | 

"4. 1 almoſt deſpair of ſceing the hurt of the Daughter of my 
Peopteheal'd; and their Diviſions cur'd, while I live. And when 
I medled with this Argumenr, I thought of the Saying of one to 
Luther, when he firſt ſet abont the Work of Reformation, What 
doſt thou mean ? -thou wilt but beat the Air. Abi in cellam tuam, & die 
miſerere Deus no{ti, (ORE | 

-$: There are ſeyeral vſeful Diſcourſes extant upon this Subjeft, 

in our own Language ; from Tome of which, I have borrowed ſome 
Notions, if not Expreſſions; viz. 'Mr, Burrows's Irenicum, Mr. Bax- 
ter's -Core of Church-Diviſions, Mr, Steele againſt Uncharitable 
Contentions in the Church of God, Mry,How's Carnality of Reli- 
gious Contention, and his Attempt to allay ' Animoſities' among 
Proteſtants , Mr. Flavel's Goſpel-Unity , Mr. Culverwel's Schiſm; 
Mr, GurnaPs Compleat Armour, from Page 149, to 159, Mr. Vin- 
cent's deſign to revive Love, &c, ; | 
. 6, Let none be offended at what is ſaid, Page. 12. about God's 
having a hand in the Diviſions.of his People :' This. is conſiſtent 
with his Holineſs and hatred of Sin, it doth not make bim the Au- 
thor of it. Yid. Adts 2. 23.and 4; 27, 28. and Mr, Strong's Trea- 
tiſe, ſhewing the Subordination of the Will of Man to the Will bf 
God; from Page 202, to 214. 
7. There are ſome Literal Errors of the Preſs, which may ea- 
Ay be corretted or overlook?d; e.g. In p. 3. for diſcanted, r. de- 
ſcanted. p. 6. for Antinomeen, r. Antinomian. p. 8. for heighth, 
r, heigth: p. 19. for them, r. theſe. p. 21, for others, r. other. 
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